SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2017

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
Acknowledge your state of denial
The palms used in the rituals of Palm Sunday signify victory over one’s
enemies; yet the scripture reading for today offers an account of Judas’
treachery toward Jesus. How odd. Somehow we’re saying that despite being
betrayed, tortured, and murdered, Jesus is our hope and our salvation. That
is the outrageous truth of Christianity. Jesus draws life from a source that
conguers death. And consider this: Many of Jesus’ most beloved disciples
denied and deserted him before his death, but only one is called a traitor.
The reason: All but one repented. In your own Christian discipleship,
remember that it is your willingness to acknowledge your failings and
undergo conversion again and again that is most important.
TODAY’S READINGS: Procession: Matthew 21:1-11 (37); Mass: Isaiah
50:4-7; Philippians 2:6-11; Matthew 26:14—27:66 (38). “Blessed is the
he who comes in the name of the Lord.”

MONDAY, APRIL 10, 2017

LENTEN WEEKDAY
Drop it!
In one of the most dramatic moments in scripture, Jesus comes face-to-face
with a woman caught in adultery. But because her accusers are only using
her as a tool to trap Jesus, he confronts a second and greater sin: the
eagerness to judge. At Jesus’ invitation—“let the one among you who is
without sin be the first to throw a stone at her"—at least those in the crowd
were honest enough to let the rocks drop. Being sinless does not lead Jesus
to condemn sinners. It leads to forgiving them, showing them how to live
without the sin that can destroy. In Lent we scrutinize ourselves for signs of
self-righteousness—something we must drop like a heavy stone.

TODAY’S READINGS: Deuteronomy 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; John 8:1-

11 (251). “In response, they went away one by one.”

TUESDAY, APRIL 11th
Chrism Mass — 7:00 PM — The Cathedral of Saint John the
Evangelist — Blessing/Consecration of the Holy Oils

TUESDAY, APRIL 11,2017

TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK
Mirror, mirror
Unlike the disciples, we don’t have to ask, “Who is it?” when it comes to
learning the name of the Lord’s betrayer—a quick glance in the mirror will do.
But can we who are the betrayers of Christ also be the ones who believe in
him? If we are not faithful to him, will he still be faithful to us? Thankfully,
that's what Christianity is all about. We are not worthy to receive Jesus. He is
a gift given out of love.
TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 49:1-6; John 13:21-33, 36-38 (258). “Simon
Peter, while reclining next to Jesus, asked him, ‘Who is it?’”

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12th
Mass — 6:30 PM/Reception of the Holy Oils

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12,2017

WEDNESDAY OF HOoLY WEEK
Betrayal never pays
When we read the daily headlines, we might get the impression that crime
definitely pays. Drug lords drive enviable cars and flash diamonds. White-
collar criminals live in multiple mansions. Even Judas got paid handsomely
for his betrayal: 30 pieces of silver for one little kiss. But Judas got more than
a bag of silver. He got the anguish of watching his friend suffer and the
burden of self-loathing. Money couldn’t buy him free of that.
TODAY’s READINGS: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Matthew 26:14-25 (259).“Judas
Iscariot went to the chief priest and said, ‘What will you give me if |
betray him to you?’”

THURSDAY, APRIL 13,2017

THURSDAY OF HOLY WEEK (HOLY THURSDAY); EVENING MASS OF THE
LORD’S SUPPER
Wash up for supper
Tonight Lent ends, and the church enters into three holy days, the Triduum,
with the celebration of the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper. Tonight’s
liturgy is a Mass, but with a significant difference: the rite of foot-washing,
which involves water and service. It ritualizes for us the fact that we are
baptized into Jesus, and we live out this Baptism in giving ourselves to one
another. It's a pattern we see throughout these three days. It's also one we
repeat in every Mass. Union with Christ and service: Make it the pattern for
your whole life.

TobpAY’S READINGS: Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John

13:1-15 (39). “For | have set you an example, that you also should do as

I have done to you.”



FRIDAY, APRIL 14,2017

FRIDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION (GOOD FRIDAY); DAY OF FAST AND
ABSTINENCE
A day to be cross
Solemnity, prayer . . . and delicious baked goods? It must be Good Friday.
There are many ways that people throughout the world honor this sacred day
of remembering the death of Jesus. A custom in England, Ireland, and in
other countries is to bake hot cross buns. These sweet pastries are typically
scored or iced with a cross. Whatever you do this day—bake, work, pray,
fast, care, smile, mourn—remember that you and all of creation are blessed
with the sign of the cross.
TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 52:13—53:12; Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9;
John 18:1—19:42 (40). “Let us confidently approach the throne of
grace.”

SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 2017

HOLY SATURDAY

Tonight’s the night

“This is the night!” exclaims the Exultet, sung this evening at the Easter Vigil.

Indeed this is the night we have been waiting for through these long weeks

of Lent. This is the night toward which we have aimed all our preparations,

our efforts to be more prayerful, generous, and focused on God. On this

night the many readings of scripture bring us from darkness to light, bondage

to freedom. This is the night we welcome new members of the Body of

Christ—and rejoice in our own membership. This is the night: Exult!
ToDAY’s READINGS: Vigil: Genesis 1:1—2:2; Genesis 22:1-18; Exodus
14:15—15:1; Exodus 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18; Isaiah 54:5-14; lsaiah
55:1-11; Baruch 3:9-15, 32—4:4; Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28; Romans
6:3-11; Matthew 28:1-10 (41). “Do you not know that all of us who have
been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death. . . . so we
too might walk in the newness of life.”

7

©2017 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All
rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted with the following credit: Reprinted with
permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible
Revised Edition. For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to
PrepareTheWord.com. Free daily email and app available online at
TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe..

TAKE FIVE FOR
FAITH

DAILY RENEWAL FOR BUSY CATHOLICS

JL AL AL
rar ar

HoLY WEEK/SACRED
PASCHAL (EASTER)
TRIDUUM OF THE PASSION
AND RESURRECTION OF THE
LORD

For April 9 — 15, 2017

Holg Thursclag, (Good i:riciay

Ho|3 5aturday
Morning Fraycr 8:30 AM

Holy Thus. Mass of the [_ord’s Invest just five minutes a

SUPPCF 7:00 FM da.y,
Good Tridey Celeb. Ofthe Lords g4 your faith will deepen

Passion 3:00 FM and grOW

st Graclc Stations of the Cross _a day at a tlme

7:00FM

Ho!g Saturdag \/igil 9.00 FM
E_aster Sund39 Masscs 730, 9:30
& 1130 AM
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